
Welcome to Year 6 
cursive handwriting. Here you’ll

find lots of tips on how to
make your writing faster and

more legible.

Name: 
Address: 

Date of birth:
Nationality: 
Height: 
Eye colour:
Distinguishing characteristics:

Current photograph:

You’ll also get to explore 
some of the wonders of the world! 

Fill in your passport first.
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Progressive speed trials

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Copy this text into the lines below. Have a classmate time you. Then assess
the f luency and legibility of your writing.

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.
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Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g t«h¡i¡n¡gs — l¡a¡n¡d¢ÏÈoºÓºÂ¡ß a¡n¡d
st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß t«h¡a£t h¡a¡ve t¡o be s´e¡n t¡o be bÉl¡Öe¡ve¡d!

Date __ /__ /__ Time taken: ___ seconds

Rate your f luency.                  Rate your legibility.
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Progressive speed trials
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A a B b C c D d E e F f G g

H h I i J j K k L l M m N n

O o P p Q q R r S s T t U u

V v W w X x Y y Z z

Get ready to explore the wonders of the world!

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

4

✰ Revision — Letter formation Date

Using 8 mm lines is easy 
if you remember to divide the

space above the line into
thirds. The letter bodies sit in
the bottom section, and the

letter heads sit in the 
middle section.

The top section
allows space for

the tails of
letters from the

line above!

Rate your printing.

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
Needs work Monumental effort Spectacular!
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a a a h h h k k k l l l t t t

5

Date ✰ Revision — Exits and entries

Let’s practice writing 
cursive letters on 8 mm lines.

Exits only

m m m n n n r r r x x x
Rounded entries

i i j j p p u u v v w w y y
Pointed entries

f f z z f f z z f f z z f f z z
Letters that change

b b b g g g o o o q q q s s s
Letters that don’t change

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
Cursive alphabet

Rate your letter size.

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
Needs work Monumental effort Spectacular!
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6

✰ Revision — Diagonal joins Date

Make your diagonal joins go
as directly as possible to the
next letter. The angle should

be 45 degrees.

a¡n45º

45º

Circle your best diagonal join.

a¡m i¡n u¡r c¡r e¡x k¡n m¡m d¡r e¡m u¡x

a¡x e¡n i¡r m¡n a¡r i¡x u¡m e¡r u¡n i¡m

Õºa¡m t¡a¡n i¡n£t¡o n¡u¡m«be¡r k¡n¡o§t c¡ÕŸ∂¡m¡ßoº∫ 

e¡m«be¡r l¡i¡m«b ƒÊ∂£t i¡m¡Åe¡n¡ße st¡i¡Çk m¡≈e¡m¡oº∫¡i¡c

Ma¡n¡y pe¡oŸÿ¬e t¡Õºa¡vÉl ƒÈa¡r a¡n¡d ≤Ÿ∂¡Îe t¡o s´e t«ûe ≤ºoº∫¡d¡ÕºoŸü¡ß 

a¡n¡d i¡n¡c¡re¡d¡i«b¬e si¡gh£t¡ß t«h¡a£t a¡re ƒÈoŸü¡n¡d t«h¡ÕºoŸü¡gh¡oŸü£t t«ûe 

≤ºoºÓªl¡d.
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7

Date ✰ Revision — Diagonal joins

t¡i h¡u a¡i i¡p c¡y d¡u a¡w k¡i m¡i l¡y

a¡p c¡i m¡y e¡w h¡i u¡p t¡y a¡v k¡y n¡i

t¡i¡n¡y k¡n¡i£Ú√e¡r d¡u¡m¡p t¡u¡≈e¡r Î´e¡p sh¡i¡ve¡r h¡i¡ve

Tûe ≤ºoºÓªl¡d c¡oº∫£t¡a¡i¡n¡ß m¡a¡n¡y ≤ºoº∫¡Îe¡Õ¶ÏÊü«l t«h¡i¡n¡gs. Tûe Woº∫¡Îe¡Õºs 

o¶µ t«ûe WoºÓªl¡d i¡n¡Çl¡u¡Îe Ea¡Õ§t«h’s spe¡ãt¡a¡c¡u«l¡a¡r n¡a£t¡u¡Õºa«l ƒ¤e¡a£t¡u¡re¡ß 

(l¡i«∆e Ul¡u¡ÕŸü), pl¡u¡ß a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g st¡ÕŸü¡ãt¡u¡re¡ß bu¡i«l£t by pe¡oŸÿ¬e 

(l¡i«∆e t«ûe Gre¡a£t Wa«l«l o¶µ Ch¡i¡n¡a).

Rate your diagonal joins.

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
Needs work Monumental effort Spectacular!

Try these exits
to pointed

entries.
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✰ Revision — Diagonal joins to head and body letters Date

When you do a 
diagonal  join to a head and 

body letter, go right to the top
of the letter, then retrace a bit

on your way back down.

Circle your best diagonal join to a head and body letter.

t«h i£t Çk n«k a«b n£t t«l ét h£t l£t

t¡i£t«¬e É¬e¡Åe¡n£t m¡i¡n«k u¡n£t¡i¡ÅÉl¡y l¡i£Út«¬e m¡i¡n£t¡y

t«h¡i¡n«k Çl¡u¡n«k¡y ¬´Ék l¡i«∆Él¡y Çl¡i¡m«b i¡m¡m¡i¡≈e¡n£t

Tûe Gre¡a£t PyÕºa¡m¡i¡d a£t Gi¡za i¡ß t«ûe oº∫«l¡y oº©e o¶µ t«ûe 

Se¡ve¡n Woº∫¡Îe¡Õºs o¶µ t«ûe An¡c¡Öe¡n£t WoºÓªl¡d t«h¡a£t i¡ß st¡i«l«l 

st¡a¡n¡d¡i¡n¡g t¡oºd¡a¡y.

Él n«kretrace retrace 
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9

Date ✰ Revision — Diagonal joins to z

a¡z e¡z i¡z u¡z a¡z e¡z i¡z u¡z a¡z i¡z

m¡a¡ze Õºa¡zoº® d¡oº̧ e si¡ze c¡za¡r pÕŸ∂¡ze s≈´e¡ze

h¡a¡zy se¡i¡ze gÕºa¡ze h¡a¡zÉl ƒÈÓºoº̧ e c¡Õºa¡zy bÕºa¡ze¡n

h¡a¡za¡Õºd br´e¡ze d¡oº̧ e¡n a¡zu¡re a¡za«¬e¡a a¡m¡a¡zi¡n¡g

bu¡zza¡Õºd d¡i¡zzy ƒÊü¡zzy pi¡zza ja¡zz pi¡zza¡zz

Joining to z is easy,
because of its
special shape.

Remember that z has a
rounded entry and a tail like

g, j and y.
h¡a¡ze

z

Rate your diagonal joins to z.

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
Needs work Monumental effort Spectacular!
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10

✰ Revision — Diagonal joins to modified s Date

When you join diagonally to s,
remember to modify the s by

making the top shorter.

i¡ß k¡ß

Underline the word that contains your 
best diagonal join to modified s.

n¡ß e¡ß t¡ß i¡ß a¡ß k¡ß d¡ß l¡ß m¡ß u¡ß 

t¡Õºa¡i¡n¡ß t¡u¡≈e¡ß h¡i¡ßt¡oºÓŸ¥ l¡a¡ßt¡i¡n¡g t¡Õºa¡Çk¡ß ƒ¤´e¡d¡ß

poª¬e¡ß √e¡ÕºÂ¡ß bu¡ßt«¬e l¡a¡≈e¡ß re¡ßt¡i¡n¡g be¡a¡n¡ß

æŸ∂«l«l¡a¡i¡n¡ß t¡oº∫¡ßi«l¡ß Çl¡a¡i¡m¡ß sa¡u¡ßa¡ge¡ß d¡i¡ßt¡a¡n¡çe¡ß 

ƒÊ∂¡gu¡re¡ß a¡Õ§t¡i¡ßt c¡i¡ÕºÇ¬e¡ß pl¡a¡çe¡ß ≤ºa¡ß l¡a¡n¡d¡ßc¡a¡pe

Tûe Ma¡u¡ßoª¬e¡u¡m a£t Ha«l¡i¡c¡a¡Õº∫¡a¡ß¡ßu¡ß — t«ûe h¡u¡ge t¡oºÂ«b o¶µ 

goŸ∞e¡Õº∫¡oº® Ma¡u¡ßoªl¡u¡ß — ≤ºa¡ß m¡a¡Îe m¡a¡i¡n«l¡y o¶µ m¡a¡Õªb¬e.
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